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Ferther that as to the saide disseyt, compulsion, or lettyng of the saide John Rastell of his saide viage, takyng or spoilyng of any manner of goodes or wares, or any other myssdemeanour in the saide feyned bill submytted, that he is not therof ne of noo parte therof gyltie in manner and fourme as the said John Rastell bi his saide bill hath surmytted; all whiche matters the saide John Ravyn is redy to prove as this honourable Court shall awarde, and pryth to be dysmyssed oute of the same with his reasonable coste systeyned in this behailfe accordyng to the statutes in suche case provided.
First printed, by Prof. A. W. Reed, in The Manner's Minor, vol. ix (1923), pp. 140-7.
NO. 70.   THE EARLIEST ENGLISH DESCRIPTION OF AMERICA
From A new Interlude and a mery of the Nature of the iiij Elementes, by John Rastell (brother-in-law of Sir Thomas More), London, c. 1519.
Studjous Desire.   Who thynke you brought here this fygure
[a map indicated] Experience.         I wot not Studyous Desire.   Certes lorde nature
Hym selfe not longe agone
Whiche was here personally
Declarynge hye phylosophy
And lafte this fygure purposely
For humanytes instruccyon Ex.                    Dowtles ryght nobly done
Stu.                   Syr this realme ye knou is callid Englande
Somtyme Brettayne I understonde
Therfore I prey you point with your hande
In what place it shulde lye Ex.                    Syr this ys Ynglande lyenge here
And this is Skotlande that joyneth hym nere
Compassyd aboute every where
With the occian see rownde
And next from them westwardly
Here by hym selfe alone doth ly
Irelande that holsome grounde
Here than is the narowe seey
To Galyce and Boleyne the next wey